
 

The Church of God 
 

Introduction 

Good morning! My name is Justin Smith. I’m one of the 

Pastors here at The Vessel. 

If this is your first time with us, thanks for joining in our 

celebration of how good our God has been this past week and I 

pray that you see Him at work throughout the rest of the week.  

 Today is the perfect day for a first time joining us. It’s a 

new space that we are in today. It’s a new year that we are 

embarking upon. It’s a new series that we are about to begin.  

Our original plan, when we started the advent series, was 

to potentially work through the book of John this year. But over the 

past couple of weeks, the Lord really began to lay the book of 1 

Corinthians on our hearts, so that is where we will find ourselves 

for much of 2020. This morning we are going to look at the 

beginning of 1 Cor, but spend much of our time in Acts 18, if you 

want to turn there.  My hope for this morning is to encourage us as 

to where God is working in our midst… both as a church and at an 

individual level.  

First and foremost as a church… We, as The Vessel, 

believe that the church is God’s divinely appointed vehicle to take 

the Gospel to the lost and broken! We believe firmly in the planting 

of new churches to see the Gospel reach to the corner of our 

city… or our state… of our nation… and to the ends of the earth. 

But in doing this, just as is the case in our individual lives, it is very 

easy to get ahead of God and to attempt works in areas that He 

may not be moving in just yet. I want to encourage us as a church 

this morning as we look at a number of correlations between the 

beginning of the church in Corinth and our barely 1 year old plant 

we find ourselves a part of.  

 

The Church of God 

1 Cor 1:1-2a 



 

 I love the way that Paul opens this letter! To “the church of 

God”! It may not seem like a big thing, but I think this is key for us 

to grasp… the healthy church does not miss this simple fact. The 

church is God’s church… for many of us we see the church as 

“our” church… or “my” church… this was the case for me when I 

was at GT trying to get the “my” church to do “I” thought it needed 

to be doing… this is a struggle that many of you have felt… or 

many have faced. This is the cause of most divisions and splits 

throughout church history… we, as men, begin to put ourselves in 

the place of God and find our identity in our church rather than in 

our God… We are Baptists or Methodists… frozen-chosen or 

charismatic… gospel-centered or seeker-sensitive… we see 

ourselves as doing it right… and all others as inferior or flawed. 

This was this case in 1 Cor with a number of individuals and Paul 

sets the record straight at the beginning… this is God’s church… 

not yours! 

 So how can Paul claim this… how can this man that was 

so influential is seeing this church planted remain clear on the fact 

that it was the Lords? Let’s look at it’s beginning in Acts 18.  

 18 starts with an “after this”… after what? After Paul had 

planted a work in Philippi… and been chased out of Thessalonica. 

After he had worked in Berea and spent time preaching in Athens, 

Paul deliberately goes to the city of Corinth, and what he finds 

there is a place that needed Jesus badly… a place that his heart 

went out to… but really a place that the Lord had gone before him! 

 Verses 2-3. I don’t want us to miss what is going on here… 

I could spend the entire time on Aquila and Priscilla but let’s look 

at how we know that the Lord had gone before Paul. Note what it 

says about this couple. They had recently come from Italy 

because Claudius, the emperor, had kicked out all the Jews. 

According to extra-biblical accounts, this action was taken 

because of the Jewish uprising related to Christus… ie Christ. 

Much like we see throughout the book of Acts… the emperor 

wanted no part of it, so he expelled all the Jews. 

 I want you to think on the implications of this. This family, 

to no fault of their own, was removed from everything they knew. 



 

Their businesses… their property… their relationships… gone. 

And now they found themselves in the city of Corinth… likely 

begging of the Lord, “Why?!?” I don’t know where you find yourself 

this morning… or what all you have gone through, but let me tell 

you this, the Lord is the one in control. As dark and chaotic as life 

may seem, He may be leading you through exactly what is 

needed to see His kingdom advance. P & A were brought to this 

point days or months ahead of Paul so that verse 2 could be 

written… so Paul could be encouraged… so that the Gospel 

would find a foothold in a city that needed it. If all that you are 

going through right now has the potential to change even 1 

person’s eternity, is it worth it? Absolutely! 

The Lord was already working in the way of providing 

people, but He was also working through the provision of funding. 

We find this in v5. We often don’t see it here, but the coming of 

Silas and Timothy brought with it a funding that allowed Paul to 

focus more effort on planting. They brought with them a gift from 

the Thessalonica… they brought with them a partnership in the 

Gospel to see a new church planted.  

We see God also work to provide a place to meet. How 

cool is verse 7. We see the Jews reject the Gospel in verse 6, but 

the Lord uses this as a means to see an individual open their 

home for the work of the Gospel. Just next door to the synagogue 

happens to be a man that will open his home? If that’s not God 

going before, I don’t know what is!  

The final thing I want us to see here as to this being the 

church of God is verses 8-10. What do we see here? I believe we 

see God bring in leadership and a vision to see a city reached. He 

gives them confidence that He can provide the laborers for the 

harvest is plentiful. We see in verse 8 that the leader of the 

synagogue comes to faith! Talk about a ready made leader… talk 

about an amazing work of the Lord! A man that likely had the 

entire OT memorized, now seeing its fulfilment clearly in the 

person and work of Jesus Christ!  

And look at verse 10… look at this promise… look at this 

calling. “For I am with you… I have many in this city who are my 



 

people.” We cannot miss this… do you see what He is saying? Is 

the Lord declaring that there are a number of people that already 

know Him and that they just need to be found? No! He’s declaring 

that through the preaching and teaching of Paul and the newly 

established church, that a number of people will be reached with 

the Gospel!  

This is a clear and obvious declaration that the Lord is the 

One that goes before! That the Lord is the One that works in the 

hearts and minds of those that He would call to Himself, but that it 

is our job to preach and proclaim the good news that they might 

be drawn in. He didn’t say, “they are Mine, so just sit back and get 

comfy.” No! He says, “They are Mine! I’ve gone before you! Meet 

me there and take part in the mission that I have been on years!” 

How did Paul know that the church in Corinth was the 

God’s church… and not of Paul? God was the one that provided 

the people to start it… He provided the funding to see it begin… 

He provided the leadership… and He ripened the mission field! 

This was God’s church!  

What I love about this, is I can see so many similarities 

between this and The Vessel. I could tell story after story of how 

God brought together a guy in need of a car and family giving one 

away to start a friendship that would lead to where we are today. I 

could tell of how a mission trip years ago led to an introduction to 

a group of youth ministers that led to much of the same. I could 

tell of churches banding together to provide funding to reach 

people they have never met. I could tell of leadership being 

provided by the Lord… I could tell of hearts and minds that the 

Lord has been preparing to be a part… and I can encourage you 

that our God is at work in the midst of our city to bring even more 

to Himself, should we be willing to answer the call and preach the 

Gospel! This is God’s church! It’s not mine… it’s not Ryan’s… 

Bobby’s… Garrett’s… or yours… it’s His! 

So if it’s God’s church, does that mean that it’s perfect? 

Does that mean that we have to have it all together to reach our 

city? Does that mean that if we have faults and failures and 



 

missteps that it’s not really His church? This is the question 

behind the title of this series, “A Beautiful Mess.”  

 

A Beautiful Mess 

1 Cor 1:2b 
  

 Hopefully I’ve encouraged us as the church as a whole. 

Now I want to encourage us as individuals. Look at this beginning. 

The church in Corinth… those sanctified in Christ Jesus. Keep this 

in mind as we briefly touch on all that was going on in this church 

and in this city.  

 First, “in Corinth”. What was Corinth like? The easiest 

thought for us to process would be the thought of Tim Keller, who 

equates the city of Corinth with our NYC. This was an economic 

capital of the Roman empire. It contained trade routes from both 

North and South as well as East and West. Anyone that traded 

anything would pass through Corinth. It was also culturally 

influential because of this and would send this influence 

throughout the Roman empire.  

 So what did this culture look like? It had a guise of 

religiosity, but floated on underlying current of selfish egotism. 

There was a 1900’ hill that overlooked the city… upon which sat a 

temple to the Goddess Venus, or Aphrodite. This was the primary 

goddess worshipped… each night her priestesses would descend 

the hill and walk the streets of the city looking for “worshippers” to 

spread the love with. At the foot of the hill was a temple to Apollo. 

This virtually had the same promiscuous effect on the city, but with 

the male prostitutes, namely with male on male interaction. 

 I always find the argument that if the Bible were written in 

today’s culture, it would be quite as strict on adultery and 

homosexuality and the like, we have this mindset that our current 

culture has evolved and progressed, but in reality, the culture 

surrounding the writing of the temple was far more enthralled with 

a sexual revolution than we have even begun to see in America. 

And yet, to this culture, Paul writes these words.  



 

In fact, in the Roman world, the verb corinthiatsomi literally 

meant to live an immoral life or to commit adultery. To 

Corinthianize was literally to “go to the devil.” Maybe think of a mix 

between NYC and Vegas. Love was the power of the day… do 

what you would to make you happy… anyone that said otherwise 

or tried to limit you was simply judgmental or hypersensitive… 

sound familiar?  

 They were a pluralistic society. They touted the 

acceptance of any and every god and encouraged multifaceted 

religions to be sure to cover their bases and not offend anyone, 

especially the god or goddesses. Economically, there were the 

have’s and have nots… politically they were far left and far right. 

Division was the name of the game. Status and intellect were 

praised above all…. Sound familiar?  

 What should sound familiar is that every ounce of this 

found its way into the church. As we work through this study, we 

will find Paul addressing major divisions based on which religious 

teacher they should follow. We find a man sleeping with his 

father’s wife. We see immorality and divorce running rampant. We 

see believers bringing lawsuits against one another. We see 

idolatry intermingled and we see giftings worshipped rather than 

the gift giver.  

 In short, we see quite a mess. Among all the letters that 

Paul writes, there are more issues listed out here than in any 

other. So with all that is going on… with all the problems and 

chaos that seemed to permeate their church and their city, how 

would you expect to begin a letter to them. Maybe something to 

the effect of, “You are making me pull my hair out!” or send a 

selfie and point to all the grey hairs that are showing up! Right! I 

mean, is this mess… this chaos… really something that God can 

and does use to advance His Kingdom?  

 With all that in mind, look at how Paul starts this letter. “I 

give thanks to my God always for you.” Look at verse 8-9. 

 Do you see this? I thank God for you? really? What’s he 

saying here? It is our God that is our righteousness and not our 

actions. We have this tendency to look at a church and see the 



 

messed up people within its midst and go on down the street to 

the next one. Let me say this… there is no perfect church… if they 

think they are, they aren’t reaching their city. Simple as that. When 

we reach people… when humans walk into our midst, there will be 

a mess. When we were begging God to start this church, we were 

praying for the lost… and we were praying for the broken.  

If there is something true of our church, even 1 year in, it is 

that quite a few of us are broken… flawed… wondering if we can 

or are worthy of the love of Christ… if you feel like this is you… 

listen close. Look at what Paul says here… Listen to what I’m 

saying to you… I thank God for you… You are an answer to 

prayers years in the making. You may be wandering in turmoil like 

P & A… might be flirting with a false god of relationships, 

approval, or acceptance… might be living in a house divided… or 

simply wondering why you are not gifted like others… rest assured 

this year, this is God’s church, and He is the One able to “sustain 

you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord.”  

Remember this morning, for all that would cling to the 

cross. For all that know and understand their worth is found not in 

their ability to perform, but rather to simply fall at the foot of the 

cross, you are one of His in this city. He has called you. For all 

that understand that apart from the finished work of Christ… apart 

from His perfect life… His sacrificial death… his victorious 

resurrection… we have no hope. For all of those that cling to the 

cross… He is yours and you are His.  

We, as the church… as The Vessel… are a beautiful 

mess, but we are His mess… let’s run to Him in worship this 

morning… thankful for going before us… thankful for saving and 

securing us… thankful for allowing us to join Him in His mission of 

reaching those who are His in this city.  

   
 


